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Foreign Missions. In 1864, there were established official
weeklies in the seat of every province. In the latter,
wherever a non-Turkish community was in the majority,
half of the space was devoted to the language of that
community. In 1872, the following Turkish publications
were in existence—3 dailies, 2 papers appearing three
times a week, a satirical semiweekly, a satirical weekly,
a weekly political gazette, a military weekly, and a com-
mercial weekly. Also, there were 7 French journals, 11
Armenian journals, 7 Greek journals, 4 Bulgarian jour-
nals and 1 Hebrew journal. In 1876 there were 47 papers
published in Constantinople, 13 in Turkish (7 of them
dailies, 2 semiweeklies, 1 political weekly, 1 satirical
weekly, 1 medical monthly, 1 illustrated monthly); 9 in
Greek; 9 in Armenian; 7 in French; 3 in Bulgarian; 2 in
English; 2 in Hebrew; 1 in German; and 1 in Arabic.
The activity of the press was no longer confined to the
capital.
Since 1861 there have continuously been one or more
weeklies devoted to popularizing different branches of
knowledge. The dailies also took interest in this line of
work. This activity was of tremendous effect in break-
ing down the old order of things. The humoristic pub-
lications contributed to bring about this result; their
influence in the period of 1870 to 1876 was far-reaching.
They were ably edited by the best writers of the time.
They achieved more in weakening the prestige of the
government in power and rendering it ridiculous in the
eyes of the people than the most frantic political attacks.
Wlien Abdul Hamid became sultan on September 11,
1876, he was confronted by a turbulent press. He
promptly decided that the press was the most vital and
dangerous force to him in his fight for palace rule and
personal power. Journalists of note were exiled from
the capital by being given positions, such as governor-
general or ambassador. Through similar gentle methods

